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education in developing countries.
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Stakeholders
Chairperson Delegation Page

Head of your committee

Rules the debate and
makes sure all MUN rules

are respected

2 delegates

Represent the interests of 
their country

Makes sure notes are efficiently sent
and received by all delegations 

From The delegation of Spain
To ............... 

...............................................................................
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United Nations: https://www.un.org/en/
Official website of your committee: example with IAEA
(https://www.iaea.org/)
Your country’s position on your topic:
https://www.un.org/en/library/unms
Sustainable development goals:
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
Official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the country you
represent: example with the United States of America
(https://www.state.gov/)
Permanent mission of the country you represent to the UN: example
with Inda (https://pminewyork.gov.in/)
The UN News Centre: https://news.un.org/en/
The UN’s Meetings Coverage and Press Releases website:
https://press.un.org/en
Media: The Economist, BBC News, The New York Times, The Guardian 
NGOs: Oxfam International, Amnesty International, and many others

Research

https://www.un.org/en/
https://www.iaea.org/
https://www.un.org/en/library/unms
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
https://www.state.gov/
https://pminewyork.gov.in/
https://news.un.org/en/
https://press.un.org/en
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Originality Length Structure

Proposals imagined by
your delegation, based

on reality

Not a Wikipedia
Copy/Paste

2 pages

1 topic on the front
1 topic on the back

3 paragraphs

Position Paper



1) Establish the importance of the topic

2) Tell us about the international and national precedents

3) Propose solutions and recommendations

Position Paper



Why is it a global challenge?

View & interpretation of your delegation on the issue

Be concrete: statistics, real issues

Position Paper
1) Establish the importance of the topic



What has been done to address the issue (worldwide  &
nationwide)

Past conferences/conventions/resolutions/programs/treaties
involving your country (part of the UN, a regional organisation or
your committee)

Successes/failures of laws/programs implemented by your
country in the past 

Position Paper
2) Tell us about the international and national precedents



S
M
A
R
T

Position Paper
3) Propose solutions and recommendations

Specific - Subtopic to improve
Measurable - Indicator of progress
Actionable - Actions this policy will do
Realistic - Given resources & committee mandate
Timely - When to measure the results



Position Paper



2 pages: one page for each topic
Margins: 2.50 cm
Header:

         Delegation from [Name of your country]
   Position paper for [Name of your committee]

                                               I - Topic 1

Font: Arial, 11 pt., justified
Header and topics in bold letters and centred

Position Paper



Position Paper



During the MUNL



Language Technology Speak

The only accepted
language during debates

is ENGLISH

1 committee in French 

No
computer/tablet/phone
allowed during debates

Bring any paper
documents you need !

Never say “ I ” 

“ We ” or
“The delegation of [your

country]” 

Basic rules



Formulas Your country Time

Refer to the entire name

e.g.: United States of
America

Respect the allocated
time

The chair will let you know
when you have 5sec left

Rules of speech

“Honourable chair,
fellow delegates,

...
Thank you” 
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“The delegation of [your country]
is present and voting.”



Quorum

Number of votes a motion or a
resolution needs to pass
Absolute majority = 50% + 1

Roll Call 



Opening the debate
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“The delegation of [your country]
motions to open the debate.”

“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”  



Setting the agenda



“The delegation of [your country]
motions to set the agenda as

follows: [name of the topic] first,
[name of the topic] second.”

“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”  



General Speaker’s List

Researches
+

Position Paper
Debates Voting

procedure
O

pe
ni

ng
 th

e 
de

ba
te

Se
tt

in
g 

th
e 

ag
en

da

W
rit

in
g 

a 
re

so
lu

tio
n

In
to

du
ci

ng
 y

ou
r

re
so

lu
tio

n

Vo
te

G
SL

 +
 C

au
cu

se
s

Before the MUNL During the MUNL 

Before
debates

Ro
ll 

C
al

l



How to speak?

Raise your placard gently
(Send a note to the chair)

Stand up and deliver your speech

What is it?

Default mode
Countries deliver speeches about the
general topic

General Speaker’s List



You cannot appear twice on the GSL

The GSL must never be empty

Prepare your 1st speech

General Speaker’s List



“The delegation of [your country]
motions to extend/reduce the
speaking time to [duration].”

How to change the speaking time?How to change the speaking time?

“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”  



Caucuses
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General Speaker’s List

Moderated caucus Unmoderated caucus

General Speaker’s List

Caucuses

Moderated caucus Unmoderated caucus

General Speaker’s List



Moderated Caucus Unmoderated Caucus
Formal debate on one specific
subtopic

Limited time: between 15' & 30' 

To deliver a speech: same way
as during the GSL

Extension possible (additional
time < initial time)

Informal session of debate

Limited time: between 15' & 30' 

Goal: find allies & write your
resolution

Extension of 10' possible

Caucuses



“The delegation of [your country] motions for a
moderated caucus on the following issue:

[subtopic]; speaking time: [how long each delegation
will speak]; overall time: [how long the moderated

caucus will last].”

“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”  

Moderated caucusModerated caucus



“The delegation of Colombia motions for a
moderated caucus on the following issue: the illegal

work of children in diamond mines. 
Speaking time: 45 seconds. 

Overall time: 20 minutes.”

“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”  
Moderated caucusModerated caucus



“The delegation of [your country] motions for an
unmoderated caucus of [how long the unmoderated

caucus will last].”

“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”  

Unmoderated caucusUnmoderated caucus



“The delegation of Italy motions for an
unmoderated caucus of twenty minutes.”

“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”  

Unmoderated caucusUnmoderated caucus



Caucuses
Order of distruptivness

Nature of the caucus: an unmoderated caucus will be
voted before a moderated one
Length of the caucus: a longer caucus will be voted
before a shorter caucus

 Unmoderated caucus of 30 min1.
 Unmoderated caucus of 15 min2.
 Moderated caucus of 25 min3.
 Moderated caucus of 15 min4.



Moderated Caucus Unmoderated Caucus
Raise your placard when the
Chair asks

Time: Additional time < initial
time

Caucuses
Extension

Keep your placard with you

Reach the Chair during the last 5'
to ask for an extension
Delegations don’t need to go
back to their seats but need their
placard to vote.
Time: 10 minutes



“The delegation of [your country] motions for an
extension of the moderated caucus, overall time:

[how long the moderated caucus will last].”

Extension of a moderated caucusExtension of a moderated caucus



Writing a resolution
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A4 sheet of paper

Your committee
The topic
Names of Sponsors: 

Delegations in charge of writing the resolution
Deliver a speech to defend their resolution

Names of Signatories: 
Delegations that agree to sign the draft resolution
Not forced to vote for it or to completely agree with its ideas

Writing a resolution



A delegation can sponsor only one resolution

A delegation can sign several resolutions

Sponsors + Signatory ≥ 25% of “present and voting”
delegations

Writing a resolution



Writing a resolution

Pre-ambulatory clauses

State all the issues that the committee wants to resolve on this topic
Be concrete: past UN resolutions/treaties, past regional/non-
governmental/national efforts, references to the UN Charter,
general background information
Always start with a verb in the gerund form (-ing)  



Writing a resolution

Operative clauses

Ideas you and your allies have to address the topic
Explain concrete actions suggested by delegates
Always start with a verb at the third-person singular (“s” en fin de
verbe) and finish with a semicolon “;”



Writing a resolution



Writing a resolution



Writing a resolution
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Introducing your resolution



Vote
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“The delegation of [your country]
motions to move to voting procedure.”

“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”  



“The delegation of [your country] votes
in favour/against this resolution”.



At the end of the MUNL
Closing the debate



“The delegation of [your country]
motions to suspend the session until

next year!”

“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”“Are there any points or motions on the floor?”  



Chloé Foliot
Responsable du pôle Formation
chloe.foliot@edhec.com

Nous contacter
Agathe Pardessus
Présidente
agathe.pardessus@edhec.com

edhec_enu 



EDHEC Nations Unies

edhecnationsunies.com

EDHEC Nations Unies

edhec_enu 

Nous suivre


